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SHE Courfe of Thing: 

( Ss, requires that I 
peed {peak of the Encreafes which we 
ave made in Commerce, fince the War, 

; eee Ne a AE ZEnigma which 
“s ¥ latt, (vzz.) That we are the m 
Dec eased, and the moft Increafed, -in Trade, &c. i 
a Oe I enter upon fome of the few fubfantial 
mereates in Trade, for fome there are, give me leave 
9 Be ome kind of Encreafés which are vifible 
oe among ‘us; fich as, 1. ainreafe of Bank- 
Fahy trading Nation in the World. above 

ie! ten 3 2020 
mimiffions of Bankrupts were taken-out. within 


ne aS, Or rather, Poor Debtors, have been difcharg- 
or certified for Difcharge, by Vertue of the: late 
none of whofe Debts are above 50J, to any one 


matt be acknowledg’d, innumerable Frauds have 
ver'd by that AQ, difcharging perjur’d Vil- 

» who have gotten in without any Right, and 
no means proper Objeéts of it, fume who have 
themfelvés Prifoners, when ‘they were not fo, 
got the Keepers of Goals, for Money, to Re- 
them as Prifoners, tho’ they were not Prifon- 


} have fworn: that oe had given up all they ha 
“the World to.their Creditors ; fome who have 
impounded their larger Debts, or given private Sa- 
onto the Creditors, towhom they ow’d larger 
than that A& allow’d to pafs, the 
rn themfelves off of all their {mall ones, and the 
t ~— Yet, tho’ thefe Things are True, two 
ings mult be. faid of that A&. 


1 


" ftrious Trading-Men, and -their Families, are 
fet free by it, reftored to theis Liberty, in or- 
_ der to ftruggle again with the. World, and kee 

_ their Families and Children from Beggary anc 
Starving 3 whofe Reftraint before, tho’ ruinous 
tothem, was no real advantage to their Credi- 
 tors,and a very great Injury to the Publick Stock 


fo far robb’d of a Due Encreafe, as any Indu- 
 ftrious Hand is kept from Labour, and tho’ in 
“fach Ads of delivery. of Prifoners, ‘it is-true, 

at two Evils follow,, 1. The Subjeas Right 
‘Gems to be given away, hy caning him, smbether 


a fica | 


pts, fuch an encreafe of that kind was never feen - 


© Compa(s of a few Months, and above 20000 Pri- . 


3 fome who have refery’d great Sums of Money, 
¥, and boatfted of it too ; when, at the fame oo, 


and then 


%. That Thoufinds of Honeft, Difre('d, Indu- 


ofthe Nation, which, as I have often faid; is. 
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he will.or no, to releafe ajult Debt: And, 2. A 
great many Frauds are somnnitted, and Knaves, 
who deferve no Pity, rewafed 3 1 fay, sho? this 
# fo, yet are fuch Ads not only juft,. reafonable, 
and Charitable, but abiedutely neceflary in a 
Trading Nation, like tHis, as I hail thew at 
large in its order, 4. It is juft, becaufé no 
Right is given away, but where itis fuppofed to 
be aétually loft before, and that Suppofition is 
made reafonable too, becaufe it obliges the Deb- 
tor, if allis not gone before, to give up all that 
‘isleft, before be can be difcharged. 2, It is 
neceflary, becanfe, in a Nation of Trade, as I 
fay above, clare the Creditor is legally ¢m- 
powered to Imprifon the Debtor for the 
fmalleff Debt, the. Number of Mich Priforers, 
efpectally the. Nations prefent declining Circum- 
frances in Trade, confidered, would bé f6 great, 
as to become x National Grievancé. 3. The 
Nature of the Thing implies it 5 for, thor zt s 
True, and it is feafonable it fhould be fo, #Bat a 
Debtor ought to be Imprifoned, in order to o- 
blige him ta pay his Debts 5 yet, when that 
Payment becomes really impoffiblé, thé énd of © 
Impiifonment is anfwered’; for Imprifonment 
for Debt, is not a «2 Punifhment to thé Debtor, 
but as the propereft Method to make him Ho- 
neft, when then, he is, bona fide, uncapable, 
he ought not to be detain’d; for tha€ turns his 
being a Debtor into his being a Criminal, and ~ 
makes his Accufer be his Judge =—Like the 
old Praétice, of felling the Debtot to Slavery, 
for Payment of his Debt, with this difference ; 
that -when he was fold, yet, ifthe Debt was paid, 
he became Free at a certain time :==———: ut,, this 
is aDigreffion here, and requires to be {poken 
of more largely. Anus. eee 

2. This A@ has fhewn the Nation thé abfolute 
Neceffity there is, of ONCE in many Tears, 
confidering of Goal Jubilee, for Prifoners whofe 
only Crime is, that their Weights are heavier 
-than other Mens, and who have-now, for many 
Years, been rejected, for thofe Reafons only, 
which fhould havé. niov’d in their. Favour, vz. 
Becaufe theiy Miferies are great ; héfe are the 
only miferable ones that ever I heard -of, the 

_ GreatnefS of .whofe Miferies, 15 the Reafon of 
their Continuance: When you fee an Obje& 
of Compaffion Bieta dhe ere a ee 

ity, if y oved, it is:this itirs - 

Charity, if you are moved, *AaeAtony 


fa Re 
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Affe&tions, That Poor Creature, fay you, % really 
an Objet of Charity ; as to others, whofe Affiiai- 
ons are not fo great, you Jet them go. —w hen 
Job’s Ghres Friends came to Comfort him, the 
Greatneft of his Sorrow ftruck them with afto- 
nifament, and threw them into that known Ex- 
treme of Compalfionate Grief, 1 mean, SILENCE. 
—Now, inthe Cafe before us, the contrary 
Rule has been obferved, and you have ftop’d your 
Ears againit thofe real moving Objeés of Na- 
tional Compaffion, whote Families feel all the 
feveral Extremes of Diitrefs,. and. who are really 
lets able to fupport themfelves, than others, not 
having “been fred to Arts and Mechanick La- 
bour, and have opened your Ears to the noify 
clamouring Crowd of fmaller Debtors, meerly 
becaufe it was LOUD, and their Number ma- 
ny. This, I think, may pafs among one of our 
National Miftakes, of which, may juftly be faid, 
Thefe things ye ought to have done, and not to bave 
‘left the otber undone. 


But, I return to our Modern Encreafes of Trade. 
As we have an Encreafe of Bankruptsin Trade, fo 


we have an Encreafe of thofe Employments which 


ferve to Bankrupt our whole Trade :————And this 
Head would run me out a great length, if { had room 
to extend the Difcourfe, 


_¥. The Loans of Money to the Publick, upon 
large Interefts and Advantages, have been Rui- 
nousto Trade, by drawing out vaft Sums from 
the General Stuck in Trade ; whereby, as there 
has been an encreafe of Loans and Funds, fo 
there has been a Decay of Perfonal and Paper 
Credit, an exceffive want of ready Money in 
Trade, and a leffening Trade it {elf, in pro- 
portion. 

2. An encreafé of Extortion in Borrowing and 
Lending ; this has been very much occafioned by 
the exceflive high Duties to be paid upon molt 
of the Branches of Trade, toadyance which, the 
Importers have been fent to the Ufurers and 
Bankers, to difcount their Bills and Securities, 
and, perhaps, pledge their Cellars and Ware- 
houfes ; and thefe Difcounts have been fo fevere, 
by the Avarice and abominable Extortion of 
thofe who have made it their Bufinefs, to keep 
“Money by them for that purpofe ; that going to 
2 certain place, or Perfon, whofe Voracious Ap- 
petite was never fatiate, but by the Grave, was 
called, too juftly, going to the Devil, 

3- An encreaft of Burthens and Difficulties, upon ale 


becaufe it bas a Tendency to Parties, which Trefolve » 
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moft every Branch of Trade, occa 0 
innumerable Impofts, Duties, and t 
Demands upon Imported Goods, almoft 
Parts; fhis has nor only required the Merch a 
to have-more Stock, to carry on lefs Ta | 
ufual, and rain’d perfonal Credit, by difabli 
them to truft the Wholefale Dealers, but ras r: 
them into that fatal Method, Fatal to Tradee 
felf, as well as to the Merchant, of giving Bo 
‘at the Cuftom-Houfe, and bringing, Men to 
Bound one for another, by which fo many fle 
rifhing. Meschants. have been ruin’d, fo m 
Cruelties in the Management of Extents, €2 
cifed on the Merchants, and by which our Pt 
fons are now filled, with, not a few, as Ga 
Merchants as any that have walk’d the Excham 


A 
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To thefe Encreafes I might add, © 4 
The encreafe of Stock-Fobbing, a Meteor or Con 
in Trade, which blazes and fhines as Comets do, 
the likenefS of Stars, dut laf? for 2 07 
and then expire and go out, filling the Air wi 
noxious Fumes, from inteGtious Ex alations, whi 
many times, produce thofe Plagues that we far: 
they portend: ——So this Ignis Fatums, or Metes 
in Trade, has made a large Blaze, but is a Pla 
upon our Trade, and muft, at laft, expire with +! 
Funds that created it. ma. | 
The Encreafe of fuch Trades as depend upon M 
dern Luxury, and owe their late Rife to the Inve 
tion of this immediate Age, wha, at the fame tis 
that their Poverty encreates vifibly, are encreabi 
their Expenfes ; of this I fhall fpeak in my next. 
The Encreafe of Retailers in Trade; the Encre: 
of Pedlars and travelling Chapmen, and the F 
creafe of allthofe who help to deftroy the Circula: 
on ofour Home Trade: This, alfo, is a large Fie) 
and requires to be {poken of by it fell, 
The Encreafe of Beggars, and Vagabond Po 
an undoubted Teftimony both of the Decay of Trac 
and of a Decay of the juft Meafures taken, or whi 
may be taken, to regulate and imploy our Poor, 
An Encreafe of Vice, Prophanenefs, Immorali 
and Publick Debauchery, a vifible Sign of the Dee 
of Religion, and not that only, but aDecay of t 
ufual Publick Endeavours to Reform, and to R 
ftrain us, iy | 
Laftly, An Encreafe of Hatred, Wrath, 4 
and all Uncharitablenefs, of which I fhall fay no mor 


10 meddle with iy this Part, than only this;——- 
they. do cn a Houfe infeed withthe Plague, 
fhut up ; Lord have Mercy ! 4- | 
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